
C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K



A framework for trust in a turbulent world                      

Supporting innovation and technical
advancement

Supporting cybersecurity and privacy - Managing
risk in a connected world

Case Study: Providing cyber protection for
Spanish authorities

Enabling the development of new and digital
technologies

Case Study: Trust in media content in West Africa

Case Study: New era of smart testing in the Hong
Kong construction industry

Navigating the evolving landscape of ESG

Supporting diversity and inclusion, promoting fair
practices in organizations

Case Study: Supporting gender equality in Italy

Case Study: Supporting healthier food options in
India

Supporting the transformation to a circular
economy

Case Study: The efficient use of water in Mexico

Case Study: Supporting Jordan’s drive for clean
energy

The transparent and ethical use of AI
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The global economy continues to confront the
challenges of inflation, low growth prospects,
economic fluctuations, trade disruptions, and
accelerating climate change. In parallel,
advancements in technology and shifting
consumer behaviours are reshaping markets.

The theme of this year’s World Accreditation Day,
'Accreditation: Empowering Tomorrow and Shaping
the Future', reflects this global outlook. It highlights
how accreditation can have a positive impact on
these challenges and opportunities, on aspects of
life ranging from digitalization and new
technologies to sustainability.

Accreditation has been a key pillar of societal
assurance for decades, from its origins in
metrology and calibration, generating trust in the
accuracy and traceability of measurements, to
testing services to protect the consumer and
government revenues. Accreditation now
underpins trust in almost every aspect of everyday
life.

ACCREDITATION
Empowering Tomorrow and Shaping the Future
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Innovation is widely recognised as a driver of business growth and an essential contributor to
national productivity and economic and social development. Standards and accredited
conformity assessment play a vital role in supporting technological evolution in a number of
ways.

Firstly, they avoid the need to ‘re-invent the wheel’ by enabling businesses to build on proven
designs, thereby reducing duplicative or redundant product development efforts. They can also
act as an accelerator of trade and market development through consumer confidence and
established networks. Technological change and its commercial exploitation is expedited through
the dissemination of information and an accepted framework which remove technical barriers to
trade. 

New technologies bring new threats and governance challenges. A greater reliance on networked
devices presents the threat of cyberattack, while advances in artificial intelligence (AI)
technologies present risks of deepfakes or privacy violations. With greater emphasis placed on
how businesses report their environmental, social and governance (ESG) performance, how can
we trust the credibility of sustainability claims across supply chains?

In today's fast-paced and constantly evolving business environment, accreditation and the other
components of the quality infrastructure strive to remain agile and flexible, while maintaining high
standards in terms of their role in defining and assessing compliance. Tools like IAF CertSearch
(https://www.iafcertsearch.org/) demonstrate how the conformity assessment industry is
adapting to embrace digitalization and address stakeholder needs. This global database of
validated management system certificates allows users to quickly confirm whether a certificate is
valid and whether the certification body in question is accredited to issue certifications to that
standard.
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The ILAC Secretariat

www.youtube.com/user/IAFandILAC

The IAF Secretariat
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